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Mission Statement 
 

Habitat for Humanity 

works in partnership 

with God and people 

from all walks of life 

to build decent houses 

for families who 

otherwise would live 

in substandard  

conditions.   

We believe that  

affordable, safe  

housing is a necessary 

prerequisite for the 

health and well being 

of the communities  

we serve. 

 

 



  

  

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY CHICAGO SOUTH SUBURBS  

A message from the Executive Director 
Dear Friends, 
 

 Looking back on fiscal year 2010 (July 2009 – June 2010) we are thrilled by the growth 

and resilience we see even in the face of disturbing economic and housing conditions. 

At the very core of our program, we were blessed with the support of hundreds of volunteers 

who with their spirit and dedication not only helped implement our mission but also sustained 

our capacity to change lives and strengthen communities. 

 During this year we served families with a variety of new programs.  We built homes, we 

painted homes and we weatherized homes and in each and every case our work led to an im-

proved quality of life for deserving families. 

 Volunteering with Habitat for Humanity means accepting that very important work 

takes place at our jobsites and also, behind the scenes, at our board and committee meetings.  

During this fiscal year our Family Team (e.g. Family Selection and Family Support) rose to the 

challenge of expanding services to include financial well-being workshops and planning for our 

inaugural family picnic.  The newly strengthened Faith Relations Committee introduced the 

tradition of an annual clergy breakfast and the Finance Committee added members and over-

sight to insure that the affiliate’s finances were properly managed. 

 We sincerely appreciate the hundreds of people, businesses, churches and organizations 

who provide the financial resources needed to implement our programs.  And, we point 

proudly to the fact that our annual audit shows that 88 cents of every dollar we spend was on 

program related activities.  A dollar invested in our affiliate is spent carefully and with the in-

tention of helping individuals who need our support. 

 As this is published, we are already well into the new fiscal year.  We again look to the 

creativity, knowledge, skills and will of the people to move this affiliate to a higher level of 

achievement.  We ask your support to spread the word about this affiliate.  Help us find new 

partners, new donors and new ways of bringing a higher quality of life to those now living in 

sub-standard conditions. 

Kind regards, 

Sharifa Townsend    David Tracy 

Sharifa Townsend    David Tracy 

President     Executive Director 
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Fiscal Year Report 2010 

Ratio Expenditures: 

Recommended that total program  
expenditures be at least 65% of total  
expenditures  
(www.give.org—Wise Giving  
Alliance and affiliate of the Council of  
Better Business Bureau). 
 

Habitat for Humanity Chicago South  
Suburbs exceeds the  
recommended ratio with 88% of all   
expenditures going directly to  
programs and services.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank You 

Habitat for Humanity Chicago South 
Suburbs would like to thank those who 
have contributed to our success.  
Throughout the year you have shopped 
in our ReStore, made a donation of 
cash, goods or volunteered.  All of this 
has helped our organization reach our 
goal by providing homes to families in 
need.   



  

  

 
 

For more information about these program and services visit: www.gohabitat.net.  Are you  

eligible for a Habitat home?  Call Habitat for Humanity Chicago South Suburbs 708-756-2015.   

What will you build? 

It was nice meeting you today at the Cornerstone  

School in Chicago Heights. My family and I had a  

wonderful time and look forward to attending another 

 project.  My husband Marvin was really excited,  

which is great because he hadn't been able to find  

something he was passionate about in order to  

volunteer his time. I believe he has found it! That was 

also the first service project in which my older 

daughter Nia, can remember us volunteering so she 

was also happy that she came. She is the one who reminded me to email you "today" to find out 

about additional dates for volunteering.  Volunteering with Habitat for  Humanity truly made an 

impact on our lives.  We look forward to volunteering again soon.  

Zetta Piggot 
2011 MLK Day Volunteer 

 
These are Our Stories….. 

We are thankful for Habitat for Humanity, especially the  

Chicago South Suburban branch!    

Thank you all for your sacrifice  of time and  energy.  It is not in vain!   

Habitat has been our answer to prayer for three, almost four, years now.   

We thank the Lord for you all and pray for you and the other Habitat families. 

Barbara Medlen 

Partner Family 



  

  

$5,000+ 
Landauer, Inc. 
OAI, Inc 
The Boeing Company 
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans 
 

$1,000 - $4,999 
Anonymous 
Chicagoland Habitat for Humanity 
Eldeman, Inc. 
Exelon, Inc. 
Faith Evangelical Church 
First Midwest Bank 
Flossmoor Service League 
Habitat for Humanity Int’l 
Mount Olive United Methodist 
Church 
Orbitz, Inc. 
Peace Memorial Crew 
Tropicania Products, Inc. 
General Growth Properties 
 

$500 - $999 
Anonymous 
Basil Booton 
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. 
Katherine File 
Lord of Life Lutheran Church 
Marvin Commerford 
South Suburban Service League 
United Way 
 

$250 - $499 
Culvers Restaurant 
Craig & Leslie Lowry 
Latin School of Chicago 
Phillip Hey 
Saint Paul Community Church 
United Methodist Church 
 

Loyal Givers 
A & A Power 
Barbara Arola 
Paul Arola 
Florence Beers 
Elsie Bennett 
George Bernstein 
Stephen Black 
Amy Block-Quilty 
Michael Bonhart 
Geraland Bowie 
Kenneth Bronson 
Edwin Bulkema 

Calvary United Protestant 
Church 
Ruth Cameron 
Patrick Casey 
Marvin Chandler 
Michelle Coleman 
Clifford Cressey 
Harry DeBruyn 
Sandra Doebert 
Allean S. Donato 
Patrick Faulkner 
Mary Jo Fellows 
Howard Fischel 
Dave Fisher 
Edward Fitzgerald 
Margot Fleck 
Susan Foytik 
Elsie Gillman 
William Gilmartin 
Linda Gordon 
Delores Green 
GreenRaising 
Douglas Hamilton 
Chris Hanson 
Robert P. Hattan 
Richard & Patricia Humbert 
Janet Jaekel 
Barb, Stromidlo & Julia Jasiak 
Jack & Barbara Kapost 
Michael Kiley 
Harold Kokal 
David & Ruth Larson 
Richard Lewis 
Allan Lidrup 
George & Elizabeth Lloyd 
Albert J. Lockett, Jr. 
Frank McClenahan 
Marcia McConnell 
Tiffany Miller 
William Morse 
Ann Nazimek 
Jessie Newlon 
Mr. & Mrs. Jesse Newton 
Gail & Henry Nonaka 
Dr. & Mrs. Gary Nordbrock 
Ed Noyes 
Lawerence Olson 
Kevin Oneill 
Matthew O’Neil 
Edward Paesel 
Margaret Paredes 
Tiffany Ridley 
Frank & Dorothy Rossi 

Elizabeth Sellers 
Jacqueline Schullen 
Richard Schwab 
Todd Shutts 
Christina Slowik 
Richard & Judith Smith 
Marilyn Thomas 
Paul H. Tufts 
Helen M. Vander Ploeg 
Carol Wade 
Lucille Wagener 
Dennice Ward 
Terri Weaver 
James Wessendorf 
Gretchen Wilson 
Dorothy Winter 
Millie Reyes-Williams 
 
 

Government Partners 
Community Shares of Illinois 
Illinois Housing Development 
County of Cook Housing Authority 
 

Grants 
AT & T Matching Grant 
Home Depot Foundation 
Softwood Lumber 

 

Business Partners 
Desmond & Ahern 
Harris Bank 
State Farm Insurance-Rich Schwab 
 

In-Kind Supporters 
Allied Tube & Conduit 
Chicago Home Improvement Magazine 
Crossroads Mission 
Dow 
Ford & Harrison, LLP 
Ginger Ohlman-A.O.Smith Marketing 
Dept. 
 

Gould & Ratner, LLP 
Mid-America Tile 
Schneider Electric 
Valspar 
Whirlpool 
Yale 

Financial Supporters 



  

  

Our Yearly Events: 
 
 

A Brush With Kindness                   Year long event 
Martin L King, Jr. “A Day ON not a Day OFF”       January 
Earth Day                                                                         April 
National Women Build                                         April-May 
ReStore Garage Sale                                         May-August 
International Day of Prayer                               September 
World Habitat Days                                                  October 
Holiday Giving Campaign                                    December 
Get Involved!   

Prepare Habitat for Humanity Chicago 

South Suburbs for the Future. 

 

There are many ways to contribute: 

Bequest 

Charitable Remainder Trusts 

Gift Annuities 

Lifetime Gifts 

Life Insurance Policies 

Donations 

 

 

To learn more about ways to give to Habitat 

for Humanity Chicago South Suburbs visit 

www.gohabitat.net or call us 708-756-2015. 



  

  

Build  -  Think   -  Act 
Experience the build, and action that go into creating and preserving home ownership! 
 

While Habitat is best known for creating and preserving homeownership, our mission 

also includes creating public awareness of the importance of housing to the  

communities we serve.  A typical day on the construction site offers volunteers the 

chance to learn about  

housing  issues and be a  

part of  the solution in a  

unique  and  interactive  

environment. 
 

BUILD   -  THINK  -  ACT 
 

Build: Work on a habitat  

home and gain deeper  

understanding of how Habitat for Humanity works. 
 

Think: While on site, talk about the challenges and solutions related to creating  

simple, decent housing.  We know that Habitat alone cannot meet the needs of 55,000 

south suburban families living in sub-standard conditions.  Creating stable healthy 

communities requires people to learn about a variety of solutions. 
 

Act: Education and understanding are key components of achieving our mission.  We 

hope volunteers will share what they learn and help us create wider circles of  

understanding about the need for decent, affordable shelter for all people.  
 

Consider this: The National Housing Conference (www.nhc.org) in their “paycheck to 

paycheck” study illuminated the struggle faced by too many people to afford simple,  

decent housing.  In this area, an annual income of $62,686 is required to purchase the 

median priced home valued at $210,000. 

    * An hourly worker earning $15.00/hour earns $31,200 

    per year. 

    * A trained technician earns approximately $52,000 per           

    year.  

    * Studies show that one of the best ways to strengthen   

    communities is by investing in quality housing that’s  

    affordable to people at all income levels.  This means that 

    creating quality housing choices in  

    our neighborhoods benefits all of us. 
 

 

Housing matters to everyone, it is a critical component of stable families and strong 

communities.    



  

  Help Habitat for Humanity Chicago South Suburbs  
continue to build decent, affordable homes 

 for families in need.  
 

 

VOLUNTEER 
 

Join with us as we fight poverty and  

homelessness.   

Visit: www.gohabitat.net and  

click on “Volunteer” 

DONATE 
 

Help us help families secure a  

better way of living. 

Visit: www.gohabitat.net and  

click on “Donate” 

ADVOCATE 
 

We need your voice to spread the 

word about ending poverty  

housing.   

LEARN MORE 
 

Read about Habitat for Humanity 

International. 

Visit: www.habitat.org 

SHOP OUR ReStore 
 

Our ReStore is conveniently  

located at 180 W. Joe Orr Road 

Chicago Heights, IL 

 

STAY INFORMED 
 

Visit Habitat for Humanity  

Chicago South Suburbs on  

Facebook and “Like” our page. You 

can also become a fan on Twitter.  

Can we urge you to help us further engage in the solution,  

particularly in terms of supporting our mission?  We know that we 

alone cannot end poverty housing.  It will take collaborative efforts 

from the public, private and nonprofit sectors in order to make an  

impact.  Your support will make a difference.  With your help, we can 

change the reality for future generations in our communities.  



  

  Habitat for Humanity Chicago South Suburbs  
 

PROGRAMS AND SERVICES 

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT OUR PROGRAMS AND SERVICES VISIT: 
WWW.GOHABITAT.NET 

A BRUSH WITH 
KINDNESS 

 

 

Habitat for Humanity’s 

A Brush with  Kindness 

is a locally-operated pro-

gram serving low-income 

homeowners who strug-

gle to maintain the  

exterior of their homes. 

This program is made 

possible by the generous 

donation of paint  

provided by Valspar.  

 

DONATE  

            YOUR  

                         CAR 

 
Each year the steel  

industry recycles more 

than 14 million tons  

of steel from junk cars 

and end-of-life vehicles.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is equivalent to 

nearly 13.5 million new 

automobiles.  Consider 

donating a vehicle to 

Habitat for Humanity  

Chicago South Suburbs. 

 

 

Go to www.gohabitat.net 

and click on  

“Get Involved”. 

WOMEN 

BUILD 
Women Build 

brings together 

women from all 

walks of 

 life to address 

the housing crisis 

facing millions of 

 women and chil-

dren worldwide.  

Women Build 

events  

have helped to 

construct more 

than 1,750 

houses. 



  

  September 18, 2011 is International 
Day of Prayer and  Action for   
Human Habitat.    
 
The International Day of Prayer and 
Action for Human Habitat, observed on 
the third Sunday in September, is a 
time when the entire Habitat for  
Humanity community is urged to come 
together in prayer for those in need of 
shelter.  Through prayer, Habitat for 
Humanity continues to make a  

dramatic difference in the lives of people around the world. Many volunteers are drawn 
to this ministry after hearing God’s call and seeking God’s guidance through prayer. 
 
Other prayers are answered when families and communities grow in the shelter of 
God’s grace. The hurdles of funding and building homes are overcome through the 
miracles of prayer. 
 
Offering ourselves as instruments of service 
The Day of Prayer began in 1983 to make housing a matter of conscience. The intent 
was to place in the hearts, minds and souls of people everywhere the idea that poverty 
housing is unacceptable. The New Testament passage from 1 John 3:17 teaches that 
we must respond to those in need. 
 

Habitat for Humanity Chicago South Suburbs 
Faith Based Relations Support  
 

Calvary United Protestant Church                                  Cross of Glory Lutheran Church 

Covenant United Church of Christ                             Faith Evangelical Lutheran Church                                  

Flossmoor Community Church                                            Lord of Life Lutheran Church                                 

Mount Olive United Methodist Church                                      New Faith Baptist Church                                                                      

Peace Memorial                                                                Saint Paul Community Church                                                 

United Methodist Church                                                           Victory Apostolic Church 

  

"But when the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered them-
selves together. One of them, a lawyer, asked Him a question, testing Him, 'Teacher, which is 
the great commandment in the Law?' And He said to him, 'You shall love the Lord your God 

with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.' This is the great and foremost 
commandment. The second is like it, 'You shall love your neighbor as yourself.'" 

Matthew 22: 34-39 



  

  

 

Wednesday:  10 a.m. –6 p.m. 
 

Thursday: 10 a.m.  -  6 p.m.  Friday: 10 a.m.  -  6 p.m. 

Saturday: 9 a.m.  -  4 p.m.   Sunday: 9 a.m.  -  3 p.m.  

Re-Door 

       Re-Floor 

Did you Know? 

Landfill operators report that a weeks worth of new and 

lightly used construction demolition materials taken to the 

landfill can build a complete moderate-sized house. 
 

Help HFHCSS  continue to “ go green ” . Drop-off all your 

old and unused electronics at the  

ReStore for  us to recycle.   



  

  

David Tracy 

Executive Director 

 

Board  of Directors 
 

Sharifa Townsend 

President 

Sharon Rouls 

Vice President 

Judy Jefferson 

Secretary 

Tiffany Ridley 

Treasurer 

Raymond Garza 

Toyia Miller-Peters 

Michelle Royster 

Arthur Urban 

Susan Wallace 

Michael Williams 
 

Staff 

Daryel Wexler 

Business Manager 

Cher Smith 

Administrative Assistant 

Dean Scalzitti 

Construction Supervisor 

Doug Long 

Construction Supervisor 

Terrhonda Hudson 

Resource Development Coordinator 

ReStore Staff 

Bob Desco 

ReStore Retail Manager  

 Boyd Tracy 
ReStore Warehouse Manager 



  

  

 

Habitat for Humanity Chicago South Suburbs 
139 W. Joe Orr Road, Chicago Heights, IL 60411 

 
Visit: www.gohabitat.net               Email us: hfhcss@comcast.net 

We offer a hand up,  not a handout. 
Each selected family is required to work a minimum 400 hours of 

sweat equity building their home, save $1,500-to establish 
their escrow account, pay a zero interest mortgage and pay 

monthly escrow for property tax and insurance. 


